
MINUTES OF THE THAMES MCC ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

13th DECEMBER 2018 

 
Present: Steve Austin, Paul Sims, Simon Ward, Mark Ward, Jeff Morgan, Peter Thatcher, Rupert Kemp, 

Martin Kemp,  Peter Steer, Nigel Hains, Steven Brown, Bob Brown 

 

It was agreed that as a gesture of thanks to those attending that refreshments would be provided by the club. 

 

The Club Chairman Steve Austin opened the meeting at 8.40pm 

 

1. Apologies for absence: were received from Jon Yendell, Hannah Dale, Gary Brown   

 

2. Minutes of the last AGM held on 4th December 2017: The minutes had been circulated after the meeting 

and again recently, Martin Kemp  proposed that they were adopted, seconded by Jeff Morgan and signed by 

the Chairman. 

 

3. Matters Arising: Rupert Kemp has volunteered to book the land for 2018. 

 

4. Club Secretary’s Report from Bob Brown: This has been a very difficult year with bad weather affecting 

half our trials, the problem with booking MoD land and the GDPR which caused me a lot of grief as badly 

advised by the ACU. There has also been a problem with the lack of a centre permit officer and the updating of 

the website which has resulted in the retired centre secretary issuing permits, the plan is for Rugby to take over 

the centre secretarial duties and issue permits. I would like to thank the committee and everyone that have 

supported the club by officiating and riding in the club’s 11 club trials since last AGM, especially those who 

had taken on Secretary of the Meeting duties, entries are up on last year’s averaging at 46 (ranging from 18 to 

72), this is mainly due to sharing trials with other clubs. The Mike Kemp Trial at Hungry Hill was very 

successful and the entry was up on 110 from 92, the Suzette Farmer trial at Hook Wood Trials Centre was 

excellent despite the inclement weather the entry down from 94 to 71, We ran 5 trials combined with 

Normandy (3 organised by us and 2 by them with one to come on 16th). The Presentation Evening was 

enjoyable, thanks to Martin for arranging the trophies and to Margaret Brown for providing the refreshments. 

Kevin Nolan has been competing in centre trials and is currently second in the expert class, Elliott and Graham 

Tickner have been competing in the British Sidecar Championship which finished last week and won the 

Beginners Class, Daryl and Hannah Dale made one appearance at the last round. Gary Brown, Max Seaman 

and Jolyon Waletrs have ridden a couple of Nationals, our congratulations go to them. We sponsored a section 

at the both British Championship trials at Hook Woods. Again this year I would like to stand down at this 

AGM to allow someone with a better understanding of modern computer techniques to take over. On a 

personal note, I am having eye surgery in February and unsure what involvement I will be able to manage after 

my ops. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report from Mark Ward: Since taking over as Treasurer it has taken all year to organise for me 

to become a signatory for banking purposes, after a fruitless attempt to add my name at Barclays, it was 

decided to open an account with NatWest with whom I hold my business account. A long struggle to achieve 

this resulted in a formal complaint and receipt of compensation for their failings. The account is now open with 

3 card holders and to manage this on line where possible, monies will be transferred from Barclays leaving 

enough to settle outstanding cheques. The club is still in a strong financial position but the invoice for the 

Bagshot trial still needs to be paid. It had previously been agreed that adult subscriptions would remain at £10, 

social at £2, with youth subscriptions at £5.  

 

6. Permit & Land Officer’s Report from Simon Ward/Rupert Kemp: Simon said that it had been horrendous 

dealing with Landmarc this year, they rejected 3 of our requests and only granted the last two trials in October 

(they were applied for in November 2017!). Rupert said that he had booked all the private land for 2019 trials 

and had received written approval from landowners. 

 

7. Star Group Report from Paul Sims: There are now 9 clubs in the group, the December round had been 

postponed due to lack of entries, it would now be held in January; this resulted in the club championship being 

won by the Haslemere Club. The Group AGM will be held in March and most of the Officers want to retire. 

 

8. Recorder & Award Secretary’s Report from Martin Kemp: 9 rounds of the club championship had been 

run to date with the last on Sunday, the trial sharing had worked well, members need to have competed in at 

least 4 rounds to qualify for an award. 

 

 

 



9. Newsletter Editor’s Report from Hannah Etherington (via Bob Brown): Hannah has produced excellent 

monthly newsletters from information provided to her along with her own stock of pictures, despite being 

heavily involved in arranging her own wedding. 

 

10. Membership Secretary’s Report from Steven Brown: The club membership is slightly down this year at 77  

including 7 youths from 90 in 2017, there were 15 new members this year. Membership remained at £10 for 

adults and £5 for youths unless joining with an adult member, when it was complimentary. Members were 

affiliated at no cost to the South Harrow & DMCC to enable them to ride in South Midland Centre and Meteor 

Group trials. The ACU on-line facility for club membership renewal went well and is set up again for 2019, so 

far we have had 26 renewals. It is now possible to join the club on line without taking out ACU membership. 

 

11. Webmaster’s Report from Peter Thatcher: The site is working well but is not receiving many hits. There 

have been problems with software being updated and the need for us to transfer the domain name, Dan 

Campling was thanked for his help. Peter was thanked for his speedy posting of information.  

 

12. Chairman’s Address: Steve Austin thanked everyone for attending and for their hard work during the year, he 

was sorry that he had not ridden any trials this year but planned to change this in 2019. 
 

13. Selection of New Committee:  

 

TITLE VOLUNTEER 

PRESIDENT MALCOLM RATHMELL 

CHAIRMAN STEVE AUSTIN 

SECRETARY BOB BROWN 

TREASURER MARK WARD 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR HANNAH DALE 

MEMBERSHIP SEC STEVEN BROWN 

AWARDS SECRETARY MARTIN KEMP 

LAND OFFICER RUPERT KEMP 

CLUB RECORDER MARTIN KEMP 

WEBMASTER PETER THATCHER 

EVENT SEC KIT KEEPER BOB BROWN 

TOILETS KEEPER PAUL SIMS 

STAR GROUP REP PAUL SIMS 

PERMIT OFFICER JON YENDELL 

COMMITTEE MEMBER SIMON WARD 

COMMITTEE MEMBER PETER STEER  

COMMITTEE MEMBER NIGEL HAINS 

COMMITTEE MEMBER GARY BROWN 

COMMITTEE MEMBER JEFF MORGAN 

COMMITTEE MEMBER  

  

We are now short on the committee, if any member would like to volunteer to join us would they please 

contact the secretary. 

 

14. Confirm Trials Dates and officials for 2018: The club has applied to run The Mike Kemp Classic – which 

would be a Centre Championship round for Pre 67 and Twinshocks on 29th December at Hungry Hill, Our 

round of the Star Group Championship would be held on 13th October at Hook Wood Trials Centre. At the 

recent dates meeting it was agreed to run 10 Club Trials, three of which will be organised by Normandy, one 

by Hayes & Southall and one by South Harrow. Senior Officials were appointed for most of the trials but there 

is a need for members to step forward and assist especially with setting out trials and clear up afterwards plus 

observing at Open/Restricted trials, free rides are offered to those setting out and £15 expenses for observing. 

 

15. Any Other Business: The South East Centre Trials Combine were holding an emergency meeting this evening 

in an attempt to continue running a Centre Championship in 2019 as nobody had volunteered to stand as 

Treasurer or Secretary, without a suitable committee there maybe no championship! It was agreed that we 

include a class for Pre67 riders on the yellow route in 2019 and hope to encourage more to bring out their old 

bikes. It was also agreed that entry fees for club trials on MoD land would be £25 as a large loss was inflicted 

at Bagshot. 

 

16. Close:  The Chairman closed the meeting at 10.15 pm and thanked everyone for attending. 


